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Abstract: Since 1955, China's public diplomacy in the Middle East has gone through the first two stages: the establishment of
diplomatic relations between China and all regional countries and the rapid development stage, and has entered a new stage of development
under the initiative of “One Belt One Road”. China carries out public diplomacy in the Middle East mainly through the government public
relations which plays a dominant role, carries out the media diplomacy and communicates with people in Middle East countries via the mass
media, and carries out activities in a variety of forms such as educational and cultural exchanges and friendly exchanges relying on social
organizations.
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Introduction
By the end of 2013, after the development strategy of “One
Belt One Road” was proposed, relying on the traditional friendly

forms such as government public diplomacy, media diplomacy,
cultural diplomacy, etc., to promote the “hearts to hearts”
relations between the people of China and the Middle East
countries.

relations with the Middle East countries (World Bank, 2017),
and adhering to the “Hearts to Hearts” have become the
important content and key basis of “One Belt One Road”

1. The History of China’s Public Diplomacy in the Middle
East

construction. On June 5, 2014, Xi Jinping (2014), announced

The contact between China and the Middle East can be

that China and the Arab League decided to set the year of 2014

traced back to BC 300, when China and the Middle East were

and 2015 as China-Arab friendship year, and within this

connected to each other via the Silk Road; Arab traders sold

framework, to carry out a series of friendly exchanges. On May

horses and camels, and the Persian businessmen exported carpets

18, 2016, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi talked about the

of good quality (Olimat, 2013). And China’s public diplomacy in

joint construction of “One Belt One Road” between China and

the Middle East countries, in modern sense, means the Chinese

the Arab countries in an interview with the Al Jazeera in Beijing.

government’s diplomatic activities targeting at the public in

He said, in the construction of “One Belt One Road”, Arab states

Middle East, which is accompanied by the start of establishment

and the Middle East region have a very important strategic

of diplomatic relations between China and some Middle East

position. Under the new situation, we will not only become the

countries in the 1950s. Based on the diplomatic relations

ideal partner in the joint construction of “One Belt One Road”,

between China and the Middle East countries and the

to achieve our common development and mutual promoting; the

development of China’s public diplomacy, this article divides

two sides will also safeguard the common interests of each other

China's public diplomacy in the Middle East from 1956 to date

in the process, and promote democratization in international

into the following three stages.

relations (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of

The first stage was from 1955 to 1992, when China

China, 2016). In addition to public diplomacy in the Arab world,

completed the establishment of diplomatic relations with all the

which have 22 member states, and the population of 406 million

countries in the Middle East. In this period, China's diplomacy in

(World Bank, 2016), China also promotes its national image in

the Middle East was dominated by the traditional high-level

non-Arab countries such as Iran and Israel through a variety of

political diplomacy, but cultural exchanges played a vital role in
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the promotion of mutual understanding and trust between China

technology, education and other aspects (Chinese People's

and the Middle East countries. In 1955, after the Bandung

Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, 2017; China

conference, Egypt’s then Religious Affairs Minister Bakuri and

Association of Friendly Arab, 2017).

his delegation paid a visit to China; on May 31 of that year, the

The third stage is from 2013, when the “One Belt One

governments of China and Egypt signed the “Minutes of cultural

Road” was put forward, to date. The most prominent progress in

cooperation between the government of the People’s Republic of

this stage depends on the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum

China and the government of the Arab Republic of Egypt” in

(hereinafter referred to as CASCF) to develop the relations

Beijing, and signed the “China-Egypt Trade Agreement”

between China and Arab countries. On June 5, 2014, the main

(Editorial Board,1999; Wang, Bai& Zhao, 1992). China and

line of the sixth ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States

Egypt established diplomatic relations on May 30, 1956

Cooperation Forum was to "build the modern Silk Road and

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China,

promote the common development of China and Arab countries".

2017) which kicked off the first wave of establishment of

On July 14, 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on the

diplomatic relations between China and the Middle East

Iranian nuclear issue was formally signed（United Nations,

countries. Just in 1956-1959, six other Middle East countries,

2015）. China as a positive negotiator and mediator of the six

including Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Morocco, Algeria and Sudan,

countries (P5 + 1) on the Iran nuclear issue established a

established diplomatic relations with China. After the trough of

comprehensive strategic partnership with Iran on January 23,

1966-1969, China's ambassadors to the Middle East were

2016 to deepen the bilateral exchange of news and public

reappointed in 1970 (Liu, 2008). On October 25, 1971, when the

diplomacy, to further expand cooperation between the media and

26th United Nations General Assembly was held, during the vote

increase the press corps visits, and by strengthening the various

of resolution on the recovery of the legal rights of People's

forms of cultural exchanges and dialogue, and expanding the

Republic of China in the UN, all the Middle East countries that

relationship between folk organizations, to promote mutual

had established diplomatic relations with China, as well as Israel,

understanding and friendship between the two peoples (Xinhua

which had not established diplomatic relations with China yet,

Net, 2016).

voted in favor of China (United Nations Bibliographic

Through the sustainable development of nearly 60 years,

Information System, 1971). On January 24, 1992, China and

China’s public diplomacy in the Middle East countries has

Israel established diplomatic relations. So far, China had

already evolved from the original unofficial communication in

established normal diplomatic relations with all Middle East

culture and trade development to the formal diplomatic relation,

countries.

and to the stage of developing specific cultural projects through

The second stage is from 1993 to 2013, which is the rapid

culture and political action plans, organizing various forms of

development stage of public diplomacy in Middle East countries

visits, exchanges and cooperation projects, and establishing and

under the guidance of China's new public diplomacy concept.

improving almost all aspects of cultural exchange and

After entering the 1990s, in order to strengthen the management

cooperation mechanism, in order to strengthen communication

on external publicity, the Central Committee of the Communist

and exchanges to jointly cope with global challenges (Ma,

Party of China approved the re-establishment of the Central

2010).

External Publicity Team in March 1990; China set up an
independent external publicity entity directly under the
leadership of Central Secretariat; In January 1991, the State

2. The main form of China’s public diplomacy with the
Middle East countries

Council Information Office was established. Its functions were

China has established the multilevel, multitrack and

to introduce and explain China to other countries, instead of the

multi-field exchanges with the Middle East in the political,

“propaganda” of China (Zhong& Wang, 2006). In this stage,

economic and cultural areas. Specific to the Chinese public

China had established a series of friendship associations with the

diplomacy in the Middle East countries, we can discuss mainly

Middle East countries. For example, the Saudi Arabia-China

from several aspects of the government public relations

Friendship Association was established in 1997, and in 2001,

diplomacy, media diplomacy, and cultural diplomacy and so on.

approved by the State Council, the China-Arab Friendship

All inter-activities led by government and aimed at influencing

Association

Iran-China Friendship

the foreign public, and related to national image, can be seen as

Association was established in 2008. So far, China has

public diplomacy. Public diplomacy must focus on the most

established friendship associations with Egypt, Syria, Lebanon,

fundamental level of people’s livelihood, and be based on the

Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, and Sudan, so as to promote

information that the foreign public may receive.

was

established;

and

the Chinese people’s understanding and friendship with the
people of Middle East countries, to promote mutual exchanges
and cooperation in economy, society, culture, science and

First, the government's public relations diplomacy will play
a leading role.
The government's public relations diplomacy means that the
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government directly conducts diplomatic relations. China's

Chinese government to carry out public diplomacy in Arab

diplomatic agencies such as embassies and consulates in the

countries. In 2014, during the sixth ministerial conference of

Middle East are also vital departments for the government's

China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, Xi Jinping, offered that

public relations diplomacy.

between 2015 and 2017, China would train 6000 all kinds of

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China

talents for Arab countries, and in the next 10 years, China would

and the Chinese government set up the public relations agencies,

also organize mutual visits of 10,000 Chinese and Arabian artists

such as the Leading Group for the Publicity set up by the Central

for exchanges and communication; China would promote and

Committee of the Communist Party of China, and the State

support 200 cultural institutions to carry out cooperation, and

Council Information Office, etc., which is responsible for the

invite and support 500 Arab culture and art talents to receive

media diplomacy; the Ministry of Culture is responsible for

training or further education in China (Xinhua Net, 2014).

cultural diplomacy (Wang, 2008), and the Office of Chinese
Language Council International and the National Study Fund

Second, media diplomacy should be carried out through
mass media to communicate with the people of the Middle East.

Management Committee under the Ministry of Education are

China’s media diplomacy in the Middle East countries

responsible for the establishment as well as management of the

began in 1957, when China Radio International started its

Confucius Institutes worldwide, and the use of law and

broadcasting in Arabic; the traditional mode of media diplomacy

economic means to manage Chinese students’ study abroad and

of China is to set up TV, radio, newspapers, magazines and

foreign students’ study abroad in China (China Scholarship

Internet and other channels in the Middle East countries, to

Council, 2017). Because the Middle East countries, except for

release public statements, and carry out public information and

Israel and Malta, are Muslim countries and Israel is a Jewish

cultural exchanges. Since the 21st century, Chinese government

state, so the National Religious Affairs Bureau has also carried

has began to take advantage of influential local media in the

out the national religious friendly exchanges with countries

Middle East countries, to release information and shape behavior

along the “One Belt One Road” and deepened religious

through them. China hopes to build trust among people of the

communication with the government department of religion and

Middle East countries, thus form an effectively supplement for

religious groups of Israel, Egypt and other countries (State

the government-led official exchange.

Administration for Religious Affairs, 2016). Besides government

In September 1999, the Cairo branch of CCTV was

public relations for Arab countries, China and the Iranian

established in Egypt, mainly responsible for news coverage in

government signed several documents including “Sino- Iranian

the Middle East and Africa. In terms of print press, the only

cultural and scientific and technological cooperation agreement”

publicity magazine of China issued to the Arab world is the

and “Cultural exchange execution plan”, and formulated the

Arabic version of China Today. Founded in 1964, the Arabic

legal protection to promote and guide cultural, science and

version of “China Today” is formerly known as “China

technology exchange between the two countries. China and the

Construction”. In the over 40 years’ development of this

Israeli government have signed the “Cultural exchange

magazine, it has realized the strategy of “localization” of the

execution plan” for six times since the first signing of the

magazine, and established the mode of abroad printing and

document in May 1993, which has played a role for government

issuance of operation, through which the magazine successfully

to promote the communication between China and the Middle

join the mainstream of the press in Arab society. The Arabic

East countries (Ma, 2014).

channel of CCTV, which was launched in 2009, is the only

In 2004, China and the Arab League together set up the

Arabic satellite TV channel that China currently broadcasts to

“China -Arab States Cooperation Forum”, aiming to strengthen

Arabic-language audiences. Since then, among the 12 major

dialogue and cooperation, and promote peace and development,

central news websites of China, there have been five

and published the “Communiqué on the establishment of the

successively launched their Arabic channels, they are websites of:

China-Arab States Cooperation Forum” (China-Arab States

Xinhua, People's Daily, China.com.cn, international online, and

Cooperation Forum, 2009). In addition to the ministerial

China network television. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and

meetings, senior officials committee, energy cooperation

Chinese embassies and consulates in the Arab countries have

conference,

symposium,

also opened their Arabic home pages. In particular, the rise of

environmental protection, business conference, the China-Arab

special

economic

and

trade

network television has brought new opportunities to China’s

States Cooperation Forum also includes cooperation mechanism

overseas communication in Arab countries after the integration

such as the Seminar of China-Arab relations and China-Arab

of telecommunication network, broadcast network and Internet.

dialogue among civilizations , cultural exchange, higher

China’s media campaign in the Arab region has now covered a

education and scientific research cooperation seminars, press

wide range of channels, including television, radio, newspapers,

cooperation forums, human resources training, people-to-people

magazines and the Internet (Zhang, 2013).

exchanges. The forum has become the main platform for

In the early 21st Century, especially after the proposal of
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“One Belt One Road” initiative, the Chinese ambassadors to the

on Lebanon’s newspaper Aljoumhouria. Li Chengwen, China's

Middle East, even the Chinese top leaders, have paid more

ambassador to Saudi Arabia, published a signed article entitled

attention to publishing signed articles on the most influential

“Remember history and start the future” on Al Riyadh (Ministry

local media in the Middle East countries, a direct media

of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China, 2015).

diplomacy. During his state visit to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Iran

Specific to the “One Belt One Road” initiative and the

from January 19 to 23, 2016, Xi Jinping published signed

China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, on December 12, 2015,

articles in the most influential media in the three countries. On

Chinese ambassador to the United Arab Emirates Chang Hua

January 18, ahead of a state visit to the kingdom of Saudi Arabia,

published a long article in English and Arabic on the WAM

Xi Jinping published a signed article entitled “Good partnership

entitled “Deepening the strategic partnership, and to jointly build

for common development” in the Saudi newspaper Al Riyadh.

the One Belt One Road initiative”. The mainstream media of

The article mentioned both Saudi Arabia and China's traditional

UEA re-published this article in full text or part of the article

friendship and the future prospects for cooperation, and further

(Embassy of The People's Republic of China in the United Arab

highlighted the close economic and trade exchanges between the

Emirates, 2015). Ambassador Chang Hua again published a

two countries at the beginning of the 21st century, namely “in

signed article titled “The new prospects for cooperation between

every 6 barrels of crude oil imports of China, there is 1 barrel

China and Arab countries” on May 6, 2016, on UAE’s largest

from Saudi Arabia; in every 7 rial export income of Saudi Arabia,

Arabic newspaper Il Manifesto, to introduce the development

there is 1 riyal from China.” (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

process of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum (Ministry

People's Republic of China, 2016). On January 19, Xi Jinping

of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China, 2016). In

published a signed article in the Egyptian Al-Ahram entitled

terms of the arbitration of Philippines in the South China Sea, on

“The friendship between China and Egypt as well as between

May 25, 2016, Chinese ambassador to Israel Zhan Yongxin

China and Arab countries as a whole will surge forward like

published a signed article called “Please let the fact arbitrate” on

the Nile”. He used many references to the praise of the Nile by

Jerusalem Post, quoting the Jewish classical sentence in the

the ancient Egyptians and Arabian proverbs, to illustrate the

Talmud. He introduced China’s consistent position on the South

model of “south-south cooperation” that China and Egypt have

China Sea issue, and the basic facts that Philippines unilaterally

realized in the past 60 years (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

raised compulsory arbitration over the South China Sea issue

People's Republic of China, 2016). On January 21, Xi Jinping

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China,

published an article on Iran Newspaper titled “Creating a

2016).

beautiful future of China-Iran relations”. He put forward that in

The above media diplomacy that communicates with people

the history, the two countries made important contributions to

of the Middle East countries through mass media is based on the

the construction of the Silk Road as well as a two-way

two-track operation to run Chinese mass media in the Middle

communion

civilizations.

East countries and actively use the local mass media of Middle

Moreover, the friendly exchanges in the past 45 years since the

East countries. But the overall strength of Chinese media in the

establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries

Middle East press is much smaller than the overall strength of

are the inheritance and interpretation for the spirit of the Silk

local media. In addition, due to the audience reading habits as

Road, which is “peaceful cooperation, open inclusive, mutual

well as habits in receive information, and other causes, China’s

learning, mutual benefit and win-win” ((Ministry of Foreign

media has limited influence to the Middle East media. This has

Affairs of the People's Republic of China, 2016). The above

led to certain “cultural misreading” on China from the people of

articles were all published in the most important media of the

the Middle East countries, which requires special attention in the

three countries. Furthermore, the Al-Ahram is even the Arab

development of current media diplomacy in the Middle East

world's most influential newspaper. These articles were

countries.

between

Eastern

and

Western

published during the visit of Xi Jinping to the Middle East,
which was of news effect and caught popular attention, and was
also conducive to help China build an active and positive image
in people’s heart in the Middle East countries to a certain extent.

Third, we should carry out educational, cultural exchanges
and friendly exchanges through social organizations.
In addition to the public crisis diplomacy directly operated
by the government and using the mass media for media

China’s ambassadors to the Middle East have also

diplomacy, China can also rely on social organizations or other

published a series of signed articles on the most influential

social actors to carry out education and cultural exchange and

media in Middle East countries, combining it with China’s hot

friendly exchanges. Moreover, in the social field, mutual

issues. For example, at the 70 anniversary of the victory of world

exchange can communicate a large number of social information,

anti-fascist war, Chinese ambassador to Lebanon Jiang Jiang

riddling different cultural values; the long-term contacts and

published a signed article entitled “Taking history as a mirror to

exchanges will have strong penetration and influence on foreign

cherish peace, and seeking common development for the future”

policy (Zhao, 2007). The civil education and cultural exchange
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between China and the Middle East countries are in various

operated by China’s domestic colleges and universities and

forms, with rich connotation. This article focuses on two aspects:

universities in Middle East countries. In addition to the

Chinese language teaching and training, and higher education

Confucius institute, China has signed an agreement to establish a

exchanges between China and the Middle East countries through

Confucius classroom with Egypt's Nile TV and Tunisia's Sfax

the Confucius institute in the Middle East countries.

Arab Friendship Club. So far, the history of Confucius

In view of the inconspicuous dissemination effect of

classroom or Confucius institute in the Middle East is less than

Chinese language in Middle East countries (Ma, 2014), the

10 years. These Confucius institutes also mainly concentrate in a

Confucius institute, which is available for the public, carries out

country’s colleges and universities, located in capitals or

several business at the same time, including Chinese language

economic center city; In addition, different from the 1,000

courses, training for Chinese language teachers, providing

Confucius classrooms and 500 Confucius institutes worldwide,

Chinese teaching resources; Chinese language test and Chinese

the teaching of Chinese language in Middle East countries is

teacher certification; consultation on Chinese education, culture

mainly based on Confucius institutes. But with the increasing of

and other information; and language and cultural exchanges

the number of recruit students of Confucius institutes in the

between China and foreign countries(Confucius Institute

Middle East region, and that the graduated students start to work

Headquarters, 2017). It has facilitated the study of Chinese and

in many fields including culture, communication, economy,

Chinese culture in accordance with people’s own needs. Since

trade and other fields, especially facing the increasingly close

the first Confucius institute in the Middle East, which was set up

economic ties between China and the Middle East, the

in Saint Joseph’s University in Lebanon in 2007, as shown in

communication effect and influence of the Confucius institute,

table 1, by the end of 2016, China had 15 Confucius institutes in

or even the Chinese language, will further expand in the Middle

11 Middle East countries. These Confucius institutes are jointly

East countries.

Middle East
countries

Confucius institutes
/Confucius classrooms

Local assistant organization

Year of establishment

City

Lebanon

Confucius institutes

Saint Joseph’s University

2007

Beirut

Israel

Confucius institutes

Tel Aviv University
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

2007
2014

Tel Aviv
Jerusalem

Egypt

Confucius institutes

CAIRO University
Suze canal university
Nile TV

2008
2008
2015

Cairo
Ismailia
Cairo

Iran

Confucius institutes

University of Tehran

2009

Tehran

Sudan

Confucius institutes

University of Khartoum

2009

Khartoum

Jordan

Confucius institutes

Jordan Tarali Abu Gazzara
International Group
philadelphia university

2009
2011

Amman
Gerasa

Tunisia

Confucius classrooms

Sfax Arab Friendship Club

2009

Sfax

UAE

Confucius institutes

Zaid University
Dubai University

2010
2011

Abu Dhabi
Dubai

Bahrain

Confucius institutes

University of Bahrain

2014

Sachiel

2009

Rabat

Confucius institutes

University of Mohammed of
V-Agdal
Confucius Institute at the
University of Hassan II

2012

Casablanca

2009

Valletta

Morocco

Malta

Confucius institutes

Confucius Institute at the
University of Malta

Table 1 Chinese Confucius institutes and Confucius classrooms in Middle East countries
Source: The Office of Chinese Language Council/Confucius institute headquarter, “About Confucius institutes/classrooms”, http://www.hanban.edu.cn/
confuciousinstitutes/node_10961.htm

In higher education exchanges between China and the

under the Ministry of Education is responsible for management

Middle East countries, the China Scholarship Council directly

of Chinese students’ studying abroad and international students’
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studying in China, by the rule of law and economic means. It

successively launched their Arabic channels, they are websites of:

also entrusts the management of other affairs related to

Xinhua, People’s Daily, China.com.cn, international online, and

educational exchanges and science and technology cooperation.

China network television. At present, China's media diplomacy

The main source of funds is the national finance; it also accepts

in the Arab region has covered various channels such as TV,

and actively strives for domestic and foreign donations (China

radio, newspapers, magazines and Internet. It is worth noting

Scholarship Council, 2017). As of January 2016, China has set

that China is building media brands in Arab countries and

up two-way scholarship program with Kuwait, Lebanon,

expanding the audience of Chinese Arabic language media in

Morocco, Egypt, Iran, Israel and Jordan. It also sets up exchange

Arab countries, and there is still greater room for development.

scholarship program directly with Bar Ilan University in Israel,

On January 13, 2016, China issued the “China’s national

Israel’s Hebrew University, Technion Israel Institutet of

policy document for Arab countries (full text)”. In the third part

Technology and other foreign universities. In addition, the

“Comprehensively strengthening cooperation between China and

Chinese government, local governments, Confucius institutes,

the Arab”, it mentions to strengthen people-to-people and

Chinese universities and enterprises have also provided various

cultural exchanges, and push forward to strengthen dialogue and

scholarships to students from abroad (China Scholarship Council,

cooperation between Chinese and Arab news media, deepen the

2016; 2017).

business communication, article exchange and personnel training.

In addition, the friendship associations between China and

To support joint interview, cooperation in filming, and jointly

Egypt, Syria, Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia and other Middle East

organized media is one of the key contents of communication. It

countries, mentioned above, are also responsible for promoting

is worth noting, during the humanities exchanges between China

the exchanges and cooperation in economic, cultural and other

and the Arab world, it is the best to base on the existing

aspects between China and the Middle East. Since 1973 when

information preference of the Arab people, not only to pay

China started to carried out friendly city activities, Chinese

attention to the cooperation with official media of Arab states,

provinces, states and cities have been doing good work with

but also to focus on mixed-mode media of regional and

other countries in the Middle East. By the end of May 2016,

international influence such as the Al Jazeera; at the same time,

China has set up sister city relationship with Israel (22 pairs),

to integrate the media diplomacy foundations that China has

Egypt(14 pairs), Iran(10 pairs), Syria (2 pairs), Jordan (2 pairs),

established in the Arab world.

Yemen (2 pairs), the United Arab Emirates (1 pair), Qatar (1

Since the beginning of the 21st century, especially after the

pair), Algeria (1 pair), and Sudan (2 pair), Morocco(10 pairs),

proposal of “One Belt One Road” initiative, the Chinese

Malta(1pair), Tunisia(4 pairs); and on the basis of this, China

ambassadors to the Middle East, even the Chinese top leaders,

and Middle East countries carry out local government exchanges

have paid more attention to publishing signed articles on the

and cooperation in economy, science and technology, culture and

most influential local media in the Middle East countries, a

other aspects (China International Friendship Cities Association,

direct media diplomacy. During his state visit to Saudi Arabia,

2017).

Egypt and Iran from January 19 to 23, 2016, Xi Jinping

3. Summary and Prospect

published signed articles in the most influential media in the
three countries. On January 18, ahead of a state visit to the

China’s media diplomacy in the Middle East countries

kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Xi Jinping (2016) published a signed

began in 1957, when China Radio International started its

article entitled “Good partnership for common development”in

broadcasting in Arabic. In September 1999, the Cairo branch of

the Saudi newspaper Al Riyadh. The article mentioned both

CCTV was established in Egypt, mainly responsible for news

Saudi Arabia and China’s traditional friendship and the future

coverage in the Middle East and Africa. In terms of print press,

prospects for cooperation, and further highlighted the close

the only publicity magazine of China issued to the Arab world is

economic and trade exchanges between the two countries at the

the Arabic version of China Today. Founded in 1964, the Arabic

beginning of the 21st century, namely “in every 6 barrels of

version of “China Today” is formerly known as “China

crude oil imports of China, there is 1 barrel from Saudi Arabia;

Construction”. In the over 40 years’ development of this

in every 7 rial export income of Saudi Arabia, there is 1 riyal

magazine, it has realized the strategy of “localization” of the

from China.” (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's

magazine, and established the mode of abroad printing and

Republic of China, 2016). On January 19, Xi Jinping (2016)

issuance of operation, through which the magazine successfully

published a signed article in the Egyptian Al-Ahram entitled

joins the mainstream of the press in Arab society. The Arabic

“The friendship between China and Egypt as well as between

channel of CCTV, which was launched in 2009, is the only

China and Arab countries as a whole will surge forward like the

Arabic satellite TV channel that China currently broadcasts to

Nile”. He used many references to the praise of the Nile by the

Arabic-language audiences. Since then, among the 12 major

ancient Egyptians and Arabian proverbs, to illustrate the model

central news websites of China, there have been five

of “south-south cooperation” that China and Egypt have realized

China’s Public Diplomacy in the Middle East
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in the past 60 years. On January 21, Xi Jinping (2016) published

arbitration of Philippines in the South China Sea, on May 25,

an article on Iran Newspaper titled “Creating a beautiful future

2016, Chinese ambassador to Israel Zhan Yongxin published a

of China-Iran relations”. He put forward that in the history, the

signed article called “Please let the fact arbitrate” on Jerusalem

two countries made important contributions to the construction

Post, quoting the Jewish classical sentence in the Talmud. He

of the Silk Road as well as a two-way communion between

introduced China's consistent position on the South China Sea

Eastern and Western civilizations. Moreover, the friendly

issue, and the basic facts that Philippines unilaterally raised

exchanges in the past 45 years since the establishment of

compulsory arbitration over the South China Sea issue.

diplomatic relations between the two countries are the

--------------------------------------------------------------------

inheritance and interpretation for the spirit of the Silk Road,
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