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Abstract: Globalization is a term loaded with political, economic, and cultural implications. The benefits of globalization are typically
said to include the increased availability of affordable products, the possibility of instantaneous communication, and the development of
infrastructure in previously isolated regions. The drawbacks of globalization typically include the negative impact associated with it on a
society's traditional way of life and the damage done to the physical environment because of rapidly developed infrastructures. How
globalization appears to the people living in transitional economies and to transnational migrants is little understood in a world in which the
process of globalization is often seen through a Western lens and is presupposed to be a homogenizing (i.e. “westernizing”) force.
Nevertheless, globalization has concurrent narratives, one of which, explored in this paper, is the growing role of China in the process of
globalization and, indeed, the influence of China on the world. The impact of globalization on Chinese migration to Eastern Europe is
unique as it has a policy interest because in the past decade it has proven to be predictive of trends in Europe. A new flow of entrepreneurial
migrants, who often had no connection to the historical, rural-based chains of migration that produced the earlier Chinese migrant
populations of Eastern Europe, found it possible and profitable to do business and settle on the European periphery during a brief period of
liberal migration controls. Erratic crackdowns on illegal migration in the absence of thought-through migration regimes resulted in a volatile
situation, periodically generating migration flows from one country in the region to another. These were facilitated by, and gave further rise
to, networks of kinship and information spanning both Eastern and Western Europe. While this paper focuses on East Europe and Russia, it
also attempts to review information on other Eastern European countries (particularly Russia, Romania, Yugoslavia, and the Czech Republic)
where it is available. In doing so, it intends to fill a gap in information on Chinese in Eastern Europe until more substantial research is
produced, as well as to highlight the common features of, and links between, Chinese migration into individual Eastern European countries
as well as into some states there, especially Russian.
Key words: Globalization, Chinese migrants, East Europe, Sino-Soviet relations, legally and illegally migration, Integration and
transnationalism.

two. (The writers do not include the Turkic Uyghur from the
1. Introduction

northwest of China in their analysis of “Chinese” migrants to Eastern

The researcher will ask some ambitious questions in her work

Europe and Russia) Despite this omission, the contributors agree that

as an effort to characterize the globalization narrative that is “the rise

the outward movement of Chinese to Russia, Central Asia, and

of China”. In particular, the paper attempts to understand whether

Eastern Europe is underpinned by China's economic success. As a

increased Chinese migration since the inception of the reform era is

result of China's economic strength, its influence with respect to

an indicator of China's emergence as a global power. Additionally,

globalization

the paper offers insights into the relationship between Chinese

characteristics…occurs through the penetration of Chinese products,

migrants and host societies, especially in regard to the calibration

investments and most prevalently, people throughout the world”

needed among the latter due to changing economic realities. The

(Tinguy. 1998).

is

distinct.

“Globalization

with

Chinese

distinctiveness of Chinese migration to Eastern Europe and Russia is

Russia and some Eastern European countries experienced

revealed throughout the book. In Eastern Europe, Chinese migrants

immigration from China until the 1920s, when the Soviet Union

tend to be small traders in cheap manufactured goods; in Central

sealed its borders. Migration did not start to increase again until the

Asia, many Chinese are workers or managers on state projects, while

“normalization” of Sino-Soviet relations under Gorbachev, which

in Russia, the tendency appears to be a combination of the previous

closely followed the liberalization of the PRC’s rules governing
travel abroad, made it possible for Chinese citizens to engage in
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trade across the Soviet border. Starting in 1987, northern Chinese
began to take advantage of the simplified procedure to obtain private
passports to engage in “shuttle trade” between China and the Soviet
Far East and Siberia. Many of the first shuttle traders were
moonlighting Chinese contract labourers, increasing numbers of

8-

Issue 1, 2017
What is the influence of Globalization on the integration

of Chinese immigrants in Eastern Europe societies?
9- What are the future aspects of the Chinese immigrants'
integration into their immigrated societies in Eastern Europe?
10- On the light of the above mentioned, the researcher will

whom had been invited to Russia on contracts during the same

conclude: What are the Prospects and challenges of globalization on

period. After the collapse of the Soviet Union and especially after the

Chinese immigrants to East Europe and Russia?

signing of a "Sino-Russian treaty" in 1992 waiving the visa

I- The historical main Chinese migration flows

requirement for overland group tourism in the bordering provinces,

The migration out of China that was truncated from the late

crossing the border became even easier. Russian news agencies in

nineteenth century through to the 1930s, depending on the

the era of globalization reported 1 million border crossings by

destination, laid the basis for the present patterns of population

Chinese citizens into the Russian Far East in 1992, rising to 2.5

movement. These began from Hong Kong and Taiwan from the

million in 1993 according to one source. Another source concurs that

1950s and continued with changed immigration laws in the main

1993 was the peak year for the Chinese inflow, but cites a lower

potential destination areas from the 1960s. Acceleration has occurred

figure of 800,000 arrivals, noting that 900,000 Russians went to

since the opening up of China itself from 1979. It is, nevertheless,

China in that year (Bagrov. 1999).

still difficult to leave China (Sinn, Elizabeth. 1995). There is still no

Research problem:

real freedom of movement despite the increased numbers of Chinese

In the past few decades, China has undergone enormous

migrants. Many who cannot obtain a passport and an exit visa

political, economic, and demographic changes that have transformed

attempt to leave illegally; although this option is expensive and can

the realities of migration to and from the country in the era of

be dangerous. The numbers going legally and illegally are small

globalization. In addition to large flows of emigrants leaving in

relative to the size of China's population. Those leaving are still

search of opportunities elsewhere and the persisting, more traditional

primarily from the provinces of Southern China, although there are

streams of internal migrants for which China is known, a new trend

signs that the migration fields are being extended further north, often

of immigration to the fast-developing country is emerging. One

pioneered by students from the main university centers. The vast

aspect of Chinese migration that has captured considerable attention

majority of China's population is as yet untouched by international

has been the number of Chinese entering countries illegally as

migration, either directly or indirectly, although given the upsurge in

so-called "irregular migrants".

domestic movements since the early 1980s this cannot be said about

On the other hand, as a result of these mentioned issues,

internal

migration

(Seagrave,

Sterling.

1995).

Though

the

Chinese immigrants, especially in Eastern Europe – as our study

consequences of migration are varied: whether rising aspirations

focus – start to have serious problems related to integration and

brought about through the increasing numbers moving to towns and

influence the labour force in the countries in Eastern Europe that

cities, even temporarily, will impel international moves; whether the

they have already immigrated to in the globalization era, as the rising

student migrations that have led to settlement will later generate

of China as a "big market" in the international markets.

chain movements through family reunification; or whether the new

The paper seeks to answer the following questions: -

sojourner migrations will give rise to more permanent settlement and

1- What is the nature of China’s immigrations past and present?

later chain migration will all depend upon policies not only in

2- What are the main flows of Chinese Migration to Russia and

destination societies, but primarily in the direction taken in

Eastern Europe in the era of globalization?
3- What is the Chinese Transitioning into a Period of “New”
Migration and globalization?
4- What is the nature of Chinese Migration Today in Eastern
Europe?
5- What is the meaning of Chinese "Irregular Migration" to
Eastern Europe?
6- Is there any other Chinese new "Migration Transition" to
Eastern Europe?
7- What is the impact of Globalization on the raising of Chinese
migration to Russia and Eastern Europe?

post-Deng China (Pan, Lynn. 1990).
Such idle speculation on hypothetical future directions diverts
attention from the essential fact that migration is not just about
numbers, but about control over wealth and ideas. Although the
numbers of migrants from China are relatively small compared with
the great migrations out of Europe from a much smaller base
population earlier this century, the composition of the migrant flows
has been heavily biased towards the postgraduate-level student, the
professionals and the wealthier groups. Many of these wealthier
groups are from the peripheral areas of Hong Kong and Taiwan, but
they often maintain close links with their home areas in China,
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commuting regularly to them, and they have business interests there

migrants within the broader context of Chinese globalization and

and among the wider networks of the overseas Chinese. Many of the

China’s economic "rise". It traces the origins of Chinese migration

students are indeed from China and their return, if it occurs, like the

into the region, as well as the conditions that have allowed migrants

return of previous generations of students, is likely to have a major

to thrive. Furthermore, it discusses the perception that Chinese
globalization is purely economic and explores the relationship

impact on the home society (Miao, Jian Hua. 1994).

among petty merchants, labourers and institutional investors. Finally,
by examining the movement of China’s minorities into Central Asia,
this paper challenges the ethnic construct of new "Chinese"
migration (Xiao, B. 2001).
Informal “shuttle trade” had been a feature of the economies of
scarcity in Eastern Europe since at least the 1960s, but Chinese
traders developed it to an unprecedented scale, stepping in to fill a
market vacuum created by non-existent or broken-down retail
networks of low-price clothing and shoes. Venturing farther and

Figure (1): China's migrant workers
* Source: Harver Analytics Survey: China's migrant workers,
2010.
The above mentioned survey indicate to the facts of Chinese
migrations encounter barriers of speech, habits and manners the
world over, but in China these are heavily reinforced by the system
of "hu kou", or household registration, which permits routine
discrimination against migrants by bureaucrats as well as by
urbanites (a term applied in this special report to city-dwellers who
have no rural connections themselves, and nor do their parents). In a
survey conducted by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
nearly one-third of respondents in Shanghai said they would not like
to live next door to a migrant, against only one-tenth who said they
would rather not live next to a poor person. In Changchun, a less
outward-looking city in the north-east, nearly two-thirds said they
did not want to live next to a migrant. Chinese urbanites seem as
anxious as Europeans about migration from poor to rich places, even
though

in

China

the

migrants

are

fellow

citizens

(www.economist.com).
Migration from China demonstrates continuities in spatial
pattern and in certain types of migrants such as the new sojourners,
both rich and poor. There are nevertheless important differences
from past patterns in terms of wider participation from regions of
origin and in terms of a greater range of migrant types as highly
educated men and women, as well as poorer people, participate in
population flows integrating China more fully into the world system.
Whatever the future direction of political and economic change in
China, population migration in and out of China is going to be a
profound force for change around the Pacific Rim, elsewhere in the
world, and in China itself as we move into the twenty first century
(Zhang, Jixun. January 1995).
II- Globalization and the raising of Chinese migration to Russia
and Eastern Europe
Much of the former Soviet bloc in the period of globalization
has become a destination for new Chinese migrants. Throughout
Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Chinese migrants are
engaged in entrepreneurial activities, primarily as petty merchants of
consumer goods in unsteady economies. This paper situates these

farther by train and spending more and more time at their
destinations, they first reached European Russia and then Hungary,
which in 1988 signed a treaty waiving the visa requirement for
Chinese tourists. According to a Chinese source, nearly 10,000
Chinese traders were registered as Moscow residents in 1992
(Humphrey, C. 1999).
* The researcher here looks at the two main factors contributed
to the surge of Chinese migration to Eastern Europe in 1989, as:
- First, the crackdown on the student democracy movement in
"Tiananmen Square" sent a wave of anxiety through the fledgling
private sector. Entrepreneurs were eager to secure an escape path for
their capital and families in case the Government reversed the
economic reforms.
- Second, the recession of the Chinese economy in the
beginning period of the "globalization" between 1989 and 1991
affected private entrepreneurs, managers at state-owned companies
(who could not sell their stock), and workers (whose wages were
being held back) alike. In this situation, stories of the success of
shuttle traders, able to sell anything in Eastern Europe and getting
rich, combined with news of the visa-free treaty with Hungary, sent
tens of thousands of people packing (Epstein, Gabby. 2010).
And the researcher here emphasis to the "influences of
globalization" on the Chinese migrations to Eastern Europe and
Russia by the growth of Chinese businesses, changes in business
climate, and immigration policies modified migration flows and
generated new ones within the region. After 1993, the number of
Chinese entering Russia fell, affected by the violent stand-off
between President "Yeltsin" and the Supreme Soviet in October 1993
(Bagrov, M.V. 1999). The total number of Chinese entering Russia in
1997 was 449,000, with 464,200 in 1998. In the first six months of
2000, however, it jumped to 1.5 million, perhaps in response to the
recovery of the Russian economy (Migration News, 2000). Many
Chinese migrations to Eastern Europe moved on from Moscow to
look for better business opportunities and increased safety. The main
destination was Hungary. Then, the crackdown on Chinese
immigration by Hungarian authorities in 1992 and, subsequently,
increasing competition, lower profits, and increasing overheads in
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market trading led Chinese in Hungary to move to other eastern

visited other cities of the Russian Far East or eastern Siberia, apart

European countries (Gall, C. 2000).

from the location where they were interviewed. Almost one-tenth

Now, in the period of "globalization", Chinese Migrants headed

had been to a western Siberian city, 3 per cent had been to the Urals

for East Europe appear to be less skilled than those going to

region; 15 per cent had been to Moscow and 6 per cent to St.

Australasia and North America, with large numbers moving into

Petersburg (Vitkovskaya. 2013).

low-order services, trading, and manufacturing jobs. Large numbers
of Chinese are also moving to Russian, while smaller numbers are

B) From Moscow to Hungary, Romania, and the Czech
Republic:

going to other destinations as widely dispersed as the islands of the

Between 1991 and 1993, many Chinese moved on from

Pacific and countries in Latin America (Benton, Gregor. 1998). In

Moscow to look for better business opportunities and safety. Many

choosing their destinations, all of these migrants appear to be

others decided to move because of their inability to repatriate profits.

influenced by the global distribution of the Chinese as established by

Many of the migrants from Fujian in Hungary, Romania, and Italy

previous migrations. The researcher explains both:

had followed this trajectory. Neither Romania nor the Czech

(1) The responses of host societies towards Chinese migrants,
from the Russian Far East to the Balkans.

Republic had imposed a visa requirement on holders of official PRC
passports, which were relatively easy to obtain. (For example, the

(2) The migrants' variable rates of progress in assimilating to

executive vice president of the Fujian native-place association in

their new communities in the globalization era. These are complex

Romania went to Russia in 1993, then to the Czech Republic where

issues that are justly explored in some depth (Wallace, C. 2009).

he stayed for one year commuting between the Czech Republic and

The researcher here asserts that negative globalization
perceptions of Chinese migrants in part stem from the veneer of
illegality surrounding Chinese migration to these regions, mainly
vis-à-vis the migrants' circumvention of immigration requirements or
commercial tariffs.

Hungary. Finally, he moved to Romania in 1994 (Moore, M. 2001).
C)

From Hungary to the Czech Republic, Romania,

Yugoslavia, Russia, and the rest of Eastern Europe:
Beginning in 1992, Romania and Czechoslovakia (later the
Czech Republic) were the most popular destinations to Chinese, but

Yelena a Russian researcher "Y. Sadovskaya" uses disparate

Chinese also went to Slovenia, Poland, Albania, Bulgaria, the

sources to demonstrate how some Chinese traders living in Russia

Ukraine, Russia, Lithuania, and later, after the end of the Bosnian

and some Eastern Europe countries have failed to legally register

war, to Yugoslavia and Bosnia. The Hungarian Government had

their enterprises with the state (Y. Sadovskaya. 2012).

become increasingly intolerant of the Chinese immigrated there. But

III- The factors of the surge of Chinese migration to Russia and

they are still facing problems in renewing their residence permit in
Hungary (Jiang, Y. 1999).

Eastern Europe in the globalization era
Some Chinese migrants who had obtained "Hungarian" or

D)

From Hungary and the Czech Republic, Austria:

"Czech" residence permits moved on legally (with tourist or visitor

There are some examples of Chinese migration along this route.

visas) to Western Europe to work in workshops or restaurants. Some

When the clash between "Yeltsin" and the "Duma" broke out, some

of those who failed to get a visa moved on clandestinely. Some were

Chinese moved from Moscow to Budapest and tried trading at the

motivated by a preference for low-risk wage labour compared to

market, but when business was bad they moved via the Czech

doing business; others moved because they had lost the money they

Republic with the help of some people. (Li, M. 1995).

invested in starting their businesses.

The researcher will mention

2) The legally and illegally Chinese migration to Eastern
Europe

here to the following aspects, as follow:

The enormous number of border crossings by Chinese into

1) Chinese migration routes to Eastern Europe
Chinese immigrants to Eastern Europe characterize the

Russia is accounted for mainly by group tourism, which serves as a

globalization narrative that is “the rise of China”. In particular, the

legal cover for shuttle trading. Of the 800,000 Chinese entrants in

paper attempts to understand whether increased Chinese migration

1993 cited by Russian sources, 410,000 entered as tourists, 237,000

since the inception of the reform era is an indicator of China's

for official purposes, and 33,400 on official invitations (57,100 were

emergence as a global power. Additionally, many scholars offer

transport workers) (Bagrov, M.V. 1999).

insights into the relationship between Chinese migrants' flows and

Local authorities believe that 70 per cent of Chinese tourists

host societies, especially in the globalization era due to changing

engage in trade, which is illegal; others are actually agricultural and

economic realities (Todorovic, A. 2000). The main flows to Eastern

construction workers who simply want to avoid paying for the visa.

Europe seem to have been the following:

To prevent tourists from remaining in Russia illegally, regional

A) From the Russian Far East to European Russia:

authorities extensively apply expulsions and deportations; each year

Some migrants from north-east China moved on from the Far

since 1994, between 2,000 and 7,000 Chinese have been expelled

East of Russia to Moscow, both as traders and as students. In the

from the maritime region, of which more than 1,000 were deported

questionnaire

each year (Gelbras, V. 1999).

study

conducted

by

"Vitkovskaya"

and

"Zayonchkovskaya", one-fifth to one-fourth of respondents had

In the maritime region, 40 per cent of Chinese entrants
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overstayed their visa entitlement in 1994; in 1997, this dropped to 20

acceded to the Geneva Convention, some of the detained Chinese

per cent and in 1998 to less than 1 per cent. The number of Chinese

applied for asylum. In 2000, there were 200 such applications,

who received administrative punishment in the region (for violating

accounting for about 3 per cent of all asylum claims. This time,

the visa regime, trading without a permit, and so on) has remained

Yugoslavia served as the entry point from which Chinese migrants

above 8,000 each year since 1994 (Gelbras, V. 1999).

crossed the border to Hungary, as it was relatively easy to obtain a

A number of Chinese took advantage of the renewed possibility

Yugoslav visa in Beijing. Since China was a political ally of the

to study in Russia, the Ukraine, and Belarus and, in the early 1990s,

"Milosevic" regime and Yugoslavia had few other places from which

also in central and Eastern Europe. Only a small number of these

to expect investors, Belgrade had little incentive to tighten its visa

students were exclusively focused on their studies, while others

regime. This resulted, particularly in the period after the NATO

concurrently engaged in trading, abandoned school after the

bombing of the PRC’s embassy in Belgrade that symbolically sealed

completion of the preparatory language course, or did not show up at

the friendship between the two states, in first one and then two

the school at all and merely used the student visa as a means of

Yugoslav flights a week arriving full of Chinese passengers

entering the country. In Belarus, China was the top country of origin

(Morrison, J. 2000).

of new foreign students in 1996 (Zagorets. 1997). Indicators indicate

According to the head of the Yugoslav statistics office, "Srdan

that only about half of the Chinese students actually study, while the

Bogusavljevic", 50,000 Chinese arrived in Yugoslavia in 2000. In

rest only trade. About 10 per cent actually of those Chinese students

addition, Yugoslavia attracted a number of Chinese entrepreneurs

get a degree. (Kamezhuk, A.V. 1998).

from other eastern European countries (principally Hungary) in 1998

In the late 1990s, some Chinese students began applying to

and 1999 when, after the end of armed conflicts, they expected a

branches of American colleges set up in Eastern Europe that offered

post-war business boom. The free movement between Yugoslavia

students that chance to spend the last year or two of their studies in

and the Serb controlled part of Bosnia, on the one hand, and loose

the United States, at colleges such us "McDaniel College Budapest"

controls on the Bosnian Croatian border, plus the long and jagged

(formerly Western Maryland College Budapest). However, most

Croatian and Montenegrin coastline, on the other, has resulted in

migration to Eastern Europe has taken the form of entrepreneurial

brisk Chinese border traffic, reflected in a growing number of

migration in which migrants either travelled on passports that needed

apprehensions (Radulovic, Z. 2000). In the summer of 2000, two

no visas (i.e. service passports, so-called "xiao gongwu huzhao",

Yugoslav soldiers were arrested in Montenegro trying to take 25

supposed to be issued to public employees abroad on official

Chinese to the coast (Balmer, C. 2000).

business, but unofficially quite easily available to those on private

IV- Chinese immigrants to Russia

trips), or applied for business, work or, later, family visit visas. This

China’s presence can be felt all over Blagoveshchensk, a

legal migration also partially relied on migration brokers who

Russian city 5,600 kilometers east of Moscow but only just across

arrange for the documents needed to get a passport in China and

the Amur River from China. There are students learning Chinese,

come to Hungary (invitation letter from a Chinese company or in a

plenty of Chinese-manufactured clothes and electronics in the stores,

relative’s name, company registration in the migrant’s name,

and Chinese restaurants serving stir-fried potatoes chased down with

enrolment in a school, and so on). Some of them can then also help

vodka. Yet you won’t find many Chinese people here. The following

migrants cross clandestinely to Western Europe. This was a much

survey indicates to: How many years did some Chinese residents live

higher risk activity requiring greater familiarity with the terrain as it

in Russia?

involved getting in touch with local human smugglers or even
recruiting them from among local drivers. (Nyíri, P. 1998).
Most Chinese migration brokers subsequently expanded their
services to helping new migrants apply for residence permits.
According to Chinese in Budapest, before the beginning of the
armed conflicts over the Yugoslav succession, the Yugoslav-Austrian
and Yugoslav-Italian borders were frequently used for clandestine
crossings, as was the Czech-Slovak German border. After the
eruption of the Yugoslav conflicts, the southern route went mainly
through the Hungarian-Austrian border (Li, M. 2001).
After the crackdown on Chinese immigration in Hungary in

Figure (2): Some details about Chinese immigrants to Russia
* Source: Russia Survey: Chinese immigrants in Russia, 2013.

1991 and 1992, snakeheads appeared to redirect their business via

"According to the above graph", most Chinese immigrants are

Prague (Nyíri, P. 1998). According to Interior Ministry data at

relative newcomers to Russia. In the critical Far East region, only

Hungary, the number of deportations of Chinese citizens without

23% have spent more than five years in the country.

valid residence documents soared from 44 in 1995 to 843 in 2000,

Few Chinese have affluent lifestyles in Russia – the majority,

and then dropped to 261 in 2001. Since 1998, when Hungary fully

61%, view their material condition as “medium” or “satisfactory”,
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15% as “bad” or “very bad” and 21% are “good” or “very good”.
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1) It’s impossible to know the exact level of Chinese migration

Most migrants come with the help of those already based there,

into the Russian Far East; Russia has not run a census in over a

who give them a hands up. The Chinese communities in Russia are

decade. But by all indications, a significant river of people is surging

tightly-knight, insular and highly trust-based, albeit fragmented into

across the border.

regional and ethnic groupings. According to the poll, 4% say they

2) The "Moscow Carnegie Center", the only organization to

are directors or owners of an enterprise, 15% work for a Chinese

launch an independent study, claimed that there were about 250,000

firm, 9% work for a Russian firm and 53% are “independent

Chinese in Russia in 1997. The Interior Ministry has claimed that

entrepreneurs” (Charles, Ganske. 2013).

there are 2 million. Other estimates place the Chinese population at 5

They typically learn enough Russian to get by, but no more.

million (International Organization for Migration "IOM". 2013).

Only 9% have a good knowledge of the language and another 5%

3) Regardless, the Federal Migration Service fears a flood. The

can read; 33% can explain themselves and 43% are bad at the

service has repeatedly warned that the Chinese could become the

language. Another 6% are currently studying the language at an

dominant ethnic group in the Russian Far East in 20 to 30 years.

institute. Only 4% don’t know any Russian. Life is adaptive rather

Such an occurrence would require an annual influx of about 250,000

than planned – only 15% acquaint themselves with Russian laws or

to 300,000 Chinese, less than one-third the rate that currently claims.

regulations. This is presumably because doing so makes little

4) The researcher believes that there are reasons to believe that

difference, with 82% of Chinese experiencing police requisitions,

the Chinese flow to Russia will hit these levels, with at least tacit

49% rackets and 45% bribery amongst tax and customs officials

help from Beijing. China has more than 1.2 billion people more than

(Anatoly, Karlin. 2014).
When the Soviet Union collapsed and the border between
Russia and China opened up, predictions were rife of a massive

eight times Russia’s population. China’s Manchurian population has
increased 13 percent in a little more than a decade (Zeihan, Peter.
2014).

wave of Chinese heading north. And it seemed that was possible:

5) Any kind of Chinese expansion into the region will

there were numerous opportunities in that part of Russia, the

eventually bring about a question: What is Beijing’s claim there?

easternmost part of Siberia known as the Russian Far East. There

Most of the border region - an area roughly the size of Iran - used to

just weren’t many Russians to take advantage of those opportunities

be Chinese. China and Russia signed a border agreement in 1999,

(Kucera, Joshua. 2010).

but the Beijing government has never formally accepted the
agreement (Repnikova, Maria. 2009).
6) The Russian Far East also holds resources that are valuable
to an ever-growing China. The region is rich in natural resources
such as oil, gas and timber. The size of the Russian work force is
shrinking as the country grows older. China’s young - and growing population is more than able to fill the gap and exploit these
resources (Nyíri, Pál. 2002).
7) Over time, Moscow will simply let the region slip from its
grasp. The territory at stake includes all of Russia’s access to the

Figure (3): Chinese immigrants in Russia Survey

Pacific Ocean. Vladivostok is Russia’s only warm-water Pacific port.

* Source: UN Survey: Chinese immigrants in Russia, 2010.

Nikolayevsk, at the mouth of the Amur River, processes most of

This above figure indicated to the issue of Chinese migration to

Siberia’s remaining exports. Both are well within former Chinese

Russia and its political consequences starts with one main question:

territory (Minakir, Pavel A. 2012).
8) Police in Russian cities are responding with aggressive

how many of them are there? All reputable estimates are in the range
of 200,000 to 400,000, with 500.000 as the absolute maximum, most

ethnic

of them shuttle traders or seasonal laborers (Cui, Xiaohuo. 2008).

documentation of foreigners, and they actively target ethnic Asians.

profiling.

Law

enforcement

personnel

check

the

According to the Federal Migration Service, in 2006 a total of

The policy results from a widespread feeling that China is the source

202,000 Chinese got registered as temporary workers in Russia, or

of undesirable immigration. (newsinfo.inquirer.net).

20% of all Gastarbeiters; although their numbers increased to

That's means that – according to the above facts mentioned –

331,000 in 2007, they made up only 17% of all immigrant labor.

China migrations to Russia cause big challenges to the Russian

Meanwhile, just across the river, China is bursting at the seams. The

government. Local Russian officials and media reports often say the

three provinces of north – Eastern China, which are: Heilongjiang,

region faces a looming threat from a Chinese population that

Jilin, and Liaoning have 110 million people between them (Federal

outnumbers Russians along the Far East border. Russian officials and

Migration Service, 2006).

regional governors have long expressed fears that a population drain

* The researcher here will indicate some facts regarding the
Chinese immigrants to Russia, as follow:

in the Far East following the collapse of the Soviet Union could see
the

region

one

day

fall

under

Chinese

control
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V- Globalization and the integration of Chinese immigrants in
Eastern Europe societies
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Hungary, according to the International Labour Organization (ILO),
1,700 Chinese had work permits in 1999. According to the Russian
Federal Migration Service, 24,256 Chinese held work permits in

Chinese Migrants in Russia, Central Asia and Eastern Europe

Russia in 1999, but most of these were employed in agriculture and

explores the challenges Chinese migrants experience with respect to

construction in the Far Eastern and Siberian regions of the country

integration into host societies in the globalization. The researcher

(International Labour Organization "ILO". 2000).

describes an "absence of attachment to their destinations", with

B) Integration and transnationalism

many migrants often speaking very little of the local language. In

Chinese migration, even illegal migration, is happening not just

addition, a common theme in all the papers is the Chinese migrants'

from East to West, but also in the opposite direction. Many Chinese,

fungible view of their host nations. Russia, Serbia, and Kazakhstan

especially those from "Zhejiang" and "Fujian" Provinces, have

are not considered destinations in themselves but merely represent

family members working in garment or leather workshops in Italy or

opportunities to engage in trade. In other locations, such as in the

in restaurants in Spain, Germany, or England, most of whom made

Russian Far East or Eastern Europe, migrants reported being simply

their way there from Hungary. Individual stories of Chinese in

en route to more “desirable” destinations. Larin states, “For all the

Eastern Europe reveal an extraordinary degree of mobility. In the

products and labor they provide, if Chinese skirt local laws and

process of my fieldwork in Hungary since 1992, you can meet

continue to remain isolated from the larger community, then they

people who started trading in Hungary, were unsuccessful or lost

will continue to be received with unease. The prospect of improved

their money at the casino, and went to Italy or Germany to work in

relations therefore depends on Chinese desires to assimilate and

leather workshops or restaurants for three or five years. Now they

stay” (Larin. 2013).

consider investing the money earned in Hungary or Romania once

However, while conceding, “much of the new Chinese Diaspora

again as they want to develop their own businesses. Others, whose

in Eastern Europe does not desire to integrate”, Rucker-Chang

applications for political asylum in Germany had been turned down,

details how an increasing desire among Chinese migrants to bring

chose to re-enter Hungary or Russia illegally because they thought it

their children from their hometowns and send them to local schools

was easier to re-legalize their status there. Several more who started

is an indicator of longer-term settlement. Rucker-Chang concludes

trading in Russia in the early 1990s went on to Hungary, but as

her absorbing assessment of Chinese representations in Serbian,

residence permit policies were tightened in 1992, returned to Russia

Croatian, Bosnian, and Slovenian film saying, “The fact that these

(Larin, A.G. 1998).

migrants are given treatment in cultural products presents an

For such Chinese migrant families at Hungary, as the

interesting case study of development of acceptance and identity in

cash-generating destination in which Chinese can be bosses, albeit

the Yugoslav successor states” (Rucker, Chang. 2014). The

harassed by the authorities and the local people, is one of the nodes

researcher here will indicate the main activities for the Chinese

in a transnational migratory portfolio. Another node is the

immigrants to Russia and Eastern Europe, as follow:

destination that offers them existential security, international

A) Economic activities

mobility, and a good living environment for their later years, and

Most Chinese in Eastern Europe deal with the import,

their children access to education and to professional jobs (Blokhin.

wholesale, or retail of low price clothes and shoes from China. The
Chinese took advantage of economies that were, to varying degrees,
undersupplied, and filled a supply gap by offering cheap but popular

2001).
X- Globalization and Immigration policies of Eastern European
and Russia to Chinese immigrations

clothes of the kind made in China for low-price Western retail chains.

Immigration policies of Eastern European countries show

Contrary to traditional Chinese migrants to Western Europe, these

considerable variations. Russia created a Federal Migration Service

migrants, thanks to their background, had the cultural capital, the

soon after the collapse of the Soviet Union to cope primarily with

mobility, and the means of communication necessary to develop

ethnic Russian refugees and forced migrants from the other

close ties with state enterprises in China, which supplied them with

successor states, but also with huge numbers of other, particularly

merchandise at low subsidized prices and on favourable credit terms.

Afghan, refugees. A Federal Migration Programme was enacted in

(For the enterprises, this was a means of expanding into new markets

1992 and has been periodically reviewed (the latest version is for the

and to pull down stocks). Overseas companies informally affiliated

period from 2010 to 2014) (Blokhin. 2001). Here, the researcher will

with businesses in China could serve as channels for reinvesting

indicate the impact of globalization on Chinese immigrants to

money transferred to them in China in the guise of joint ventures,

Eastern Europe, as follow:

securing not only more favourable tax treatment but also the
possibility to “repatriate” profits, taking them out of China (Nyíri,
Pál. 2002).

A- Globalization and the political practices towards Chinese
migration to Russia and Eastern Europe
The reality of Chinese migration to Russia has been much more

As most of the Chinese are self-employed, only a minority is

affected by federal and regional policies on entry, entrepreneurship,

employed by other, almost exclusively Chinese, enterprises. In

and labour than by federal migration policy. On the one hand, this is

Aussie-Sino Studies
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because Chinese in Russia are more interested in the security and

but ideologically suspect to patriotic", as can be seen through the

returns of their economic activities, the ability to repatriate profits

pro-PRC bent of voluntary overseas Chinese associations”.

and to be free of official harassment, than in long-term efforts at
integration.

Some other researchers explain, “Notwithstanding their
informality, the Han Chinese often seeks or receives protection from

In Gelbras’ (1999) study, about one third of Chinese

local Chinese embassies”. This is where an examination of ethnic

respondents in Moscow intend to return home, while another third

minority migration from China would have provided a richer

say their decision will depend on how their business goes; only

analysis. In general, foreign connections among the "Uyghur", for

one-third would like to stay in Russia. While 35 per cent would like

example, are still viewed suspiciously, especially in Central Asia, as

to expand their business in Russia, almost as many would like to

China often cites security concerns posed by the "Uyghur". Chinese

open a business in China (Gelbras, V. 1999). Only 10 per cent would

migration often precedes or is concurrent to greater Chinese state

like their children to live in Russia, while 40 per cent do not, and 40

approaches to other nations. The Chinese government's involvement

per cent “have not considered the question” (Gelbras, V. 1999).

in large-scale natural resource projects in Central Asia is one such

As already stated above, most Chinese entering Russia took

case. Originating from the necessity to secure oil and gas to fuel

advantage of the visa waiver for border tourism to engage in trade.

economic growth in eastern China, as well as being a strategic

But, at the same time, some regional political leaders have

gambit, the Chinese government's increased engagement with

emphasized the “demographic, economic, and ecological danger”

Central Asia has been significant. Despite unease among the local

posed by Chinese migrants who supposedly plunder Russia’s natural

population about China's intentions and disputes over commercial

resources, take profits out of the country, and gradually displace the

information sharing between joint ventures, China has managed to

local population (Larina, L. 1999).

impose its agenda among Central Asian governments on rooting out

The emphasis in immigration practices towards Chinese still

Uyghur activism in Central Asia. Given this influence, the analyses

varied considerably across the countries. Hungary, the country with

on Central Asia would have benefited from more discussion on the

the smallest relative and absolute numbers of immigrants among the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), which is an emerging

three front-runners for accession, has gradually emerged as the

model for an association of nations independent of “western” power

country with the smallest immigrant population (144,000, or 1.5% of

(Henryk Szadziewski. 2014).

the population, in 1997 – of which most are ethnic Hungarians – and

Conversely, the researcher thinks here about: how the volatile

the most restrictive immigration practices. Thus, contrary to Poland

economies and corruption – in globalization era– in many of the host

and the Czech Republic where asylum seekers enjoy a certain degree

nations under review in essence present opportunities for Chinese

of freedom of movement and, under certain conditions, the right to

migrant traders, forming a significant migratory pull factor a force

work, in Hungary they are detained in prison-like centers if they

that induces individuals to select a particular migratory destination.

have no legal title to be present. Yet, in effect, Chinese have been

In some countries, such as Serbia, rather than competing with local

treated with pointed discourtesy. Most Chinese in Hungary, as

businesses, Chinese migrants have been instrumental in supplying

detailed above, enter with visitor, employee, or entrepreneurial visas,

consumers with everyday items when the domestic economy could

with which they can apply for temporary residence permits valid for

not otherwise provide them due to political instability. Writing about

one or two years. Getting a visa to Hungary is much more difficult

Russia, Flex, explains that corrupt societies require a sort of

than to Russia and, beginning in 1992, it has progressively moved

“criminal adaptation” on the part of the migrants, which they justify

toward even tighter restrictions. Foreign residents do not have the

as a “[response] to a broken system within which their rights are

automatic right to bring dependants, even minor children, to

violated” (Felix, B. 2013).

Hungary. My Chinese informants maintain that (Mao, C. 2000).

While lack of transparency in host nations necessitates Chinese

Neither central nor local governments in Eastern Europe have

traders operate in the shadow economy, the authors argue that the

formulated a reception policy or undertaken any efforts to integrate

more rooted Chinese migrants become in their new surroundings, the

Chinese migrants, seeing them purely in terms of a case of policing.

more migrants view corruption as a problem. Larin writes that

Both in Budapest (1995) and Moscow (1999), city governments

corruption is the greatest source of unhappiness among Chinese in

supported surveys of the Chinese populations, but then did nothing

the Russian Far East, even more upsetting than xenophobia.

with the resulting findings (Maslov, A. 2003).

Interestingly, the domestic political environment in Russia is most

B- Globalization and the correlation between Chinese migration
and Chinese government influence in Russia and Eastern Europe

likely responsible for anti-Chinese sentiments, according to Larin.
Politicians aspiring to western ideals of democracy, as well as

The correlation between Chinese migration and Chinese

nationalists, are culpable due to their fears over China's rise “as a

government influence in Russia, Central Asia, and Eastern Europe is

counterweight to the West” (Larin. 2013). Some other researches

explored, but some areas of research remain unexplored. Importantly,

also propose it is the small numbers of Chinese that add to

the some researchers describe how in the view of the Chinese state,

anti-Chinese feeling. In surveys conducted in the Russian Far East,

“Chinese migration has even evolved from, treacherous to tolerate

he found “the smaller the number of Chinese, the more intense the
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fears and phobias” (Felix, B. 2013).

Russian Far East, Da Russophile.

The researcher here concludes that perhaps the most intriguing

Bagrov, M.V. (1999). “The Chinese Community in Moscow”,

quirk of history concerning Chinese migration and subsequent

Institute of Asian and African Studies, Moscow State

xenophobia is the case of Serbia. A rumor has persisted in the
country that Chinese were brought in by "Slobodan Milosevic" to
influence elections in his favor in exchange for citizenship. Despite
the small number of Chinese in "Serbia" small enough that they
would not have been able to influence any election the migrants'

University.
Balmer, C. August 20, 2000. “Army officers found smuggling 25
Chinese to Italy”, Associated Press.
Benton. (1998). The Chinese in Europe. Hampshire: Basingstoke,
Macmillan.

presence has been tarnished with the discredited Milosevic. And

Blokhin, A.B. (2001). The main directions of migration policy in

that's an evident that Chinese Migrants in Russia, Central Asia and

2001 and the tasks of the Government of the Russian Federation

Eastern Europe explore the challenges Chinese migrants experience

in its implementation), Moscow: Ministry of Federal Affairs,

with respect to integration into host societies in the era of
globalization.

Nationalities, and Migration Policy.
Charles, Ganske. 2013. Reposted on the prestigious Russia Blog as

- Conclusion: The Prospects and challenges of globalization on
Chinese immigrants to East Europe and Russia

The Myth of the Yellow Peril: Overhyping Chinese Migration
into Russia.

Chinese migration to Eastern Europe has a particular policy
interest in that it has in the past decade until the era of globalization,
as it proven to be predictive of trends in Russia and Eastern Europe
as a whole. A new flow of entrepreneurial Chinese migrants, who
often had no connection to the historical, rural-based chains of
migration that produced the earlier Chinese migrant populations of
Eastern Europe, has found it possible and profitable to do business
and settle on the European periphery during a brief period of liberal
migration controls. Erratic crackdowns on illegal migration in the
absence of thought-through migration regimes resulted in a volatile

Cui, Xiaohuo. November 27, 2008. “Relax Border to Help Region”,
China Daily. (Chinese)
Epstein, Gabby. 2010. "China's immigration problem", Forbes
Magazine.
Felix, B. 2013. Chinese Migrants in Russia, Central Asia and Eastern
Europe. London and New York: Routledge.
For more information about Chinese migration to Russia, please
see:http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/246995/russia-fears-chinese-im
migration-threatens-its-far-east#ixzz3VOtXRcyW
For China’s reforms to work, its citizens have to be made more equal,

situation, periodically generating migration flows from one country

Apr

in the region to another. These were facilitated by, and gave further

http://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21600798-china

rise to, networks of kinship and information spanning both eastern

s-reforms-work-its-citizens-have-be-made-more-equal-ending-a

and Western Europe. Gradually, models of entrepreneurial activity

19,

2014.

See

the

link:

partheid

initiated in Russia and Eastern Europe, namely the importing and

Li, M. (1995). The road of ‘non-elite migration’: new Chinese

distribution of Chinese-made clothing and other consumer goods,

migrants at the end of the twentieth century, paper presented at

has been picked up by Chinese migrants to southern Europe and then
in Eastern Europe, countries with more mature and regulated trade
regimes and higher business costs.

the 2001 ISSCO conference, Taipei. (Chinese)
Gall, C. August 22, 2000. “China’s migrants find Europe’s open back
door: the Balkans”, The New York Times.

The distinctiveness of Chinese migration to Russia, Central

Gelbras, V. June 1999. “Preliminary conclusions from a study of

Asia, and Eastern Europe is revealed throughout this paper. In

Chinese migration in Moscow”, Institute of History, Russian

Eastern Europe, Chinese migrants tend to be small traders in cheap
manufactured goods; in Central Asia, many Chinese are workers or
managers on state projects, while in Russia, the tendency appears to

Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok.
Henryk Szadziewski. (2014). Uyghur Human Rights Project, Journal
of

international and global studies.

be a combination of the previous two. The contributors agreed that

Humphrey, C. (1999). “Traders, ‘disorder’, and citizenship regimes

the outward movement of Chinese to Russia, Central Asia, and

in Provincial Russia”, Uncertain Transition, Roman and

Europe is underpinned by China's economic success. As a result of
China's economic strength, its influence with respect to globalization
is distinct. As Rucker-Chang explains, “Globalization with Chinese

Littlefield, Lanham, Boulder, New York, Oxford, P.P.19-52.
International Organization for Migration (IOM). (2003). World
Migration Report, Geneva: IOM.

characteristics . . . occurs through the penetration of Chinese

Jiang, Y. January 11, 1999. “New Chinese migrants and their role

products, investments and most prevalently, people throughout the

in increasing the cohesion of the Eastern Europe“, Overseas

world”

Chinese History of Bagui, P.P.9-13. (Chinese)

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Kamezhuk, A.V. (1998). The main directions of cooperation
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