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Abstract: After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia has lost significant territories in the European part and become “an
Asia-biased state”. The increasing role of the Far Eastern ports and the Northern Sea Route, the military-political instability in Central Asia,
diverted Russia’s strategic, commercial and political interests in the Asia-Pacific region, primarily, to China. Having come to power,
President Putin proposed to intensify Russia’s role in Asia. This decision is largely based on the fact that China is a member of all major
political and economic institutions in the region. However, taking into account China's increase of military power, and all the existing
contradictions and tendencies of socio-political development, one can expect a potential threat not only to Russia’s national interests and
security, but also to the Asia-Pacific region. It is evident that in spite of the existing chance for Russia to play “the China card” in the region
in order to achieve certain economic and political benefits, it is necessary to make a research on conditions and consequences of political and
military cooperation with China, not only for bilateral relations, but also for the global policy.
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influence.
Introduction
At the beginning of the 19th century Napoleon Bonaparte
prophetically declared in regard to China: “Here lies a sleeping giant.
Let him sleep, for when he awakens he will shake up the world.” [1]
In recent years, this statement of the outstanding military leader
and politician is associated with one of the major trends – the global
shift of power to the Asia-Pacific region, where these countries,
among which China is the most influential one, are taking on the role
once held by Europe.
Such an importance of the Asia-Pacific region is due to the
attraction of the world economic, financial, innovation flows and a
military force concentration, including nuclear weapons, to this
region at the background of the strategic rivalry between the world
powers and local conflicts escalation. It is no mere chance that the
USA recently announced the “return to Asia” strategy, proving it by
a large-scale naval forces relocation to the Asia-Pacific region.
China’s geopolitics is of particular importance for the region. In
the 21st century the country’s growing economy managed to
redistribute the spheres of influence of the world centers - the US
and Europe in their favor, forcing them out of the many regions
where they

until recently had dominated. This fact makes not only

scientists, but also the political elites of countries, interested in the
Asia-Pacific region, adjust their foreign policy plans to the
geopolitical and military-strategic priorities of China.
The relevance of strategic cooperation of Russia with China is
caused by three factors. Firstly, the Russian Federation belongs
geographically to Eurasia and both countries share one of the world
longest borders. Secondly, its desire to be integrated into the Asia
Pacific region. And, finally, not to let China out of Russia’s sphere of

At the same time, Russia’s “breakthrough” into the Asia-Pacific
region

contributes

to

the

following

factors:

its

resource

self-sufficiency; military power; high educational level of the
population; huge territory and relatively low level of consumption.
Therefore, despite Russia’s “meagre political, economic and
diplomatic resources”, Moscow is trying to implement the foreign
policy of “Asia-Pacific power”, because its integration into the
Asia-Pacific region means new opportunities for trade and
strengthening Russia’s Far Eastern territories economically and
militarily. [2]
A favourable factor is that, apart from the territorial dispute
with Japan, Russia has no more serious problems that could hamper
its penetration into the region. The only “problem” is China’s
emergence as an imperialist and a global power.
However, China’s and Russia’s place in the global world is due
to the implementation of different national ideas. Such a
contradictory nature of Russia’s and China's geopolitical ambitions is
clearly seen if comparing the Chinese national strategy, formulated
in 1973 by Mr. Deng Xiaoping – “to rely on the North (on Russia),
stabilize the West (EU, USA), to go to the South (Asia, Africa and
Latin America) and the modern Russian one: “to rely on the West –
as a source of high-tech technologies and investments, to stabilize
the South – as a main source of security threats, to go to the East the growing centre of the modern world, markets and opportunity for
integration and comprehensive cooperation.”
As some Russian scientists point out: “The importance of a
trusting partnership with China is beyond question, it remains among
the main priorities of Russian foreign policy in the foreseeable future.
However, the inevitable issue of such relations will be rivalry.” [3]

Volume 3 Problems and Prospects of Military and Strategic Cooperation Between China and Russia in Contemporary International Relations 97
Thus the main goal of my paper is to consider the problems and
contradictions in Sino-Russia bilateral relations, as well as their
impact on the prospects for strategic cooperation between the two
states in modern international relations.
Despite Mr. Deng Xiaoping’s dictum, “not to seek hegemony”,
“not to join any military bloc”, China corresponds to the status of
global quasi-superpower, and takes part in bilateral and multilateral
formats within the UN, SCO, RIC (Russia - India - China), BRICS,
ASEAN + 1, ASEAN + 3, triangle “China - South Korea - Japan”
and others. [4]
In the core of Beijing’s growing interest in international
organizations is its desire to realize the strategic task of building a
“China’s preferred world order”. [5] The country builds its global
infrastructure for future leadership based on two vectors. First - it
consistently, unlike the US, bypasses the topic of internal political
unit, at the same time not denying importance of democracy itself, it
stands for the right to achieve it on its own course and tempo.
Second – the country increases its economic expansion: such as
investments in global economic infrastructure.
China’s global economic expansion is also based on two
directions: the country’s initiative “the Belt and Road”, as well as its
entry into the global monetary and financial system as the main
financial player.
The main objectives of the project “Silk Road Belt and Road”
are to create infrastructural financial and telecommunications
interconnectivity of the participating countries, as well as to
eliminate trade barriers. The Geographical areas of the new Silk
Road are defined in the following versions: China - Central Asia,
Russia and the Baltic countries; China - the Persian Gulf countries
and the Mediterranean through Central and West Asia; China - South
East Asia, South Asia and the Indian Ocean; China - Europe through
the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean; China - Australia and the
South Pacific countries. It is planned to establish a unified network
infrastructure that will connect all sub-regions of Asia, Europe and
Africa in the future.
In order to achieve the second objective - to become one of the
world major financial players, Beijing initiated in October 2013
establishing the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (ABII), as
well as the Chinese yuan recognition by the International Monetary
Fund as a global reserve currency. Such a perspective is necessary
first of all to become one of the driving forces of the global
innovation economy. Recently China highlighted a number of
priority areas: information technology; “Internet Plus”; robotics;
aerospace equipment; oceanography engineering and high-tech ships;
advanced railway technology; energy saving; electrical equipment;
new materials; biomedicine and highly efficient medical equipment;
agricultural machinery.
China uses mostly “soft and smart” power for global control
and further economic growth. In particular, the country creates
free-trade zones with more than 20 states (and is criticized by the US
as a structure parallel to the WTO), issues loans, forms the
South-East Asia’s, Africa’s and Latin America’s dependence on
China, where any Chinese help is required for purchasing only
Chinese products.
At the same time the growth of maritime trade and the
hydrocarbon deposits increase China's interest to dominate the South
China Sea. The problem of territorial integrity (Tibet) and the
Taiwan problem explain to us the Chinese domination in the eastern

part of Eurasia. It is obvious that such a solution is impossible
without strategic partnerships with three continental centres of power:
Europe, Russia and India.
Russia plays a significant role in Chinese foreign policy as both
countries are the most historically long and strong political entities
on the Eurasian continent, share the same border, as well as similar
views on most modern international problems. Not by chance in the
difficult period of the post-Soviet development the three Russian
Presidents: Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev put
relations with China on a priority level in their foreign policy.
Despite the fact that the convergence of China’s and Russia’s
strategic positions causes “concern” of their main global competitor
- the United States, Moscow seeks to strengthen relations with
Beijing. [6] And China is clearly interested in such a partnership. [7]
For example, Russia is China’s seventh most important trade partner
and China has become Russia’s third-largest trade partner.
However, the fly in the ointment of Sino-Russian relations is
that Beijing worries about a possible US-Russian Alliance and
Russia’s perception of China as a “threat”. Moscow, in its turn, is
deeply concerned about China’s growing military powers and
strengthening its influence in the Asia-Pacific region and Central
Asia.
Although one of the Chinese sayings is that “Prosperity
discourages war”, China's defence budget is increasing, the country
is modernizing its military sector, especially the Air Forces, ballistic
missiles and space systems, gradually increasing its naval forces.
In particular, one can point out that strengthening of China’s
naval forces and their regular military trainings should put
diplomatic pressure on Japan and South Korea, and strategically on
the US. Indeed, due to the North Korea's nuclear tests and the joint
US-Japan-South Korea military trainings, the situation in the
Northeast Asia has become more tense and forced Russia and China
in recent years to demonstrate their military-strategic resources in
order to stabilize the region.
China and Russia have been conducting regular bilateral and
multilateral military exercises since 2003. They include for example,
Piece Shield 2009 and Joint Sea 2012. Some of these exercises are
anti-terrorist ones under the aegis of the Shanghai Cooperation
organization the Joint Sea Seies, mentioned before are naval. [8]
However, one cannot describe such a military cooperation and
joint trainings in Central Asia as a Sino-Russian military alliance
similar to the US “Pivot to Asia” military operations. Such a point
proves Russian and Chinese leaders’ inability to coordinate their
participation in the inter-ethnic clashes settlement in Kyrgyzstan in
2010.
At the same time, Russia’s largest military exercises in Siberia,
its participation in the US naval manoeuvres “Rimpak”,
Russian-Indian exercises "Indra-2015", military and strategic support
of Vietnam and other Asia-Pacific countries, can be considered as
Russian fear of its eastern neighbour - China. Both countries are not
formally allied and will not help each other in case of a real conflict.
Such a fact forces Moscow to promote diplomatic and military rise
of Beijing, and the cooperation that we observe now, is at its peak.
The main reason is that the two great powers cannot probably
coexist without any conflict for a long time, with a huge number of
areas where they are rivals.
On the Sino-Russian border (in Transbaikalia and Far East)
China enjoys conventional military superiority. I would like to stress
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the fact that a significant number of Chinese officers have graduated

to defend its leading positions in international organisations,

from Russian military schools and speak Russian fluently and 40

primarily in the SCO and the Eurasian Union. It is obvious that

Chinese institutions of law enforcement agencies are specialized on

Russia’s policy in Central Asia should not be aimed at demonstrating

Russia, while in Russia - only one. [9]

its power but at cooperation with China in the fields such as

Therefore, Russia’s Eastern Military District receives thousands

combating separatist or radical Islamic movements or anti-terror

of units of modern weaponry and military equipment and will be the

operations and, therefore, reducing that threat to national security. [12]

first to receive the newest Armata tanks.

Moreover, one of the main

scenarios of large-scale manoeuvres is troops transfer from European
Russia to the Far East. At the same time, despite the fact that Russian
military equipment and military technology is, in fact, the only type
of high-tech products that can be offered to the Chinese market,
further deliveries of advanced military technologies really threaten
Russia's national security. After all, China's technological advances
have led not only to its independence from Russia as the main
supplier of weapons, but also to become a leader in creation of
certain types of weapons.
Russia still has an advantage in strategic nuclear forces, but it is
compensated by the growth of Chinese conventional arms. Chinese
Naval Forces are still not properly equipped, but some military
experts predict that in about 7-12 years, when China has fully
implemented its shipbuilding program, the country will be able to
change the geopolitical situation in the region in its favour. [10]
While the chance of China's military intervention is estimated
as “positive” or “not at all” in the Russian society and in the
scientific world, the facts indicate that Beijing probably has such a
scenario for the Russian Far East and Eastern Siberia, which are rich
in natural resources.
China, moreover intends to gain access to Russia’s oil and gas
fields and pipeline systems; to enhance the role of yuan in

Conclusion
Thus, at the beginning of the 21st century Russia has to
recognize that China possesses not only economic, but also military
resources to maintain its status as a world power. Such a recognition
should accelerate development of Russia’s military-political strategy
aimed at balancing China’s predominance. Such a strategy, in my
opinion, should be based on the following priorities:
1. Avoiding diplomatic preferences either towards the West or
the East.
2.

Creating

innovative

military-economic

strategies

in

competitive areas, including supply of the latest technologies and
military equipment to the Russian partners in Central Asia and the
Asia-Pacific region.
3. Developing cooperation with the countries such as India,
Japan, North and South Korea, as well as with the United States.
4. Demographic and economic development of the Russian Far
East, Eastern Siberia and the Arctic coast areas with proportional
involvement in these regions, not only China, but also other
interested states.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

cross-border trade; to provide for Chinese companies a leading
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